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fiound a substitute that is chemically the ssme as BE2 And o
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marlet to by remarmfactured parts o original . . - | - - A .
washer and all- important rivet.

components, bespoke mamufacturing, restoration  and

butwe're getting ahead of cursehvest

formathre Land Rover experiences. It was probably only a

says Alex. *T grew up in Clermont, which & & small towrn

gove me o book that contained reproductions of period road

af them where I lived, and T hecame fascinated by the very

miodel and 1 paid AT$£00 for it. T wanted an earlier one, but

and there is a wealth of online information that can help you

able to track down early Land Rovers in Australia, becauss

et The Arsetration weather pasans that aleogh they might

Eob's introduetion to Land Bovers was, if anything, even

HEY say ﬂ:ﬂ'e'hdwﬁ
'y learn in the world of o Ll.n:lR:rllu'l,lnd.I
Alex Massey snd Fob Sprason, co-founders
mddh!mﬁlbuhlﬂﬂ!lthrlpﬁlﬁ
L 11 knowr that Rover used a
Ft'ﬂ'liﬁhﬂ.ﬂflﬂpil‘lf vet on Lmnd Bovers, !
mamafactured from a copp er-nickel alloy called Monel? Ale
using the correct grade of materal. And then th= kR OB a1 K. r : J + L J - k
Birmahbright BE2 aluminium that Bover used for body panels o L a4 W . 8 g y - i‘
that is mo longer commercially available, so Alec and Bob : § P b e i ] m c mpﬂnents’ s o e
: 4 ! i - b *I-_. = il a_ =
prove it, they had it checked against an original plece of : i N . ! L g # J . |
ik T e i i o R R C Y | manutac uring, restnratmn and
These two exarnple s are typiesl of the n:rl:-h:cwledge, . s : .o i . = e - %L é
irmight and hard-won experience that Alex and Bob have N thICI sn“I‘CIng ,’
restoring early Land Bovers, and its the sort of Top Trumps E :
trivia thet is deeply reassuring if you are in the
standard, or commissioning the chassisup rebuild of an 80
to factory specification, literally down to the last mut, bolt,
Alex and Bob really are maling a name for themsehes for
high-quality remarmfacnared parts, spot-welded alminhom
vehicle Eren JLE Classic make use of parts
made by CHT Shop in their Land Bover Reborn programme,
The Land Rover bug bit Bob and Alex bard in their
childhood yesrs, and there are many parsllels in their
matter of time before their paths would eross. "My joumney
with early Land Bovers began when I was very young®
about ten hours north-west of Brishane in (ueensand,
Anstralia, One of my dad's friendswas an English gpay and be
tests of the first Land Bovers. Even as a young lad T tha
the ear wasvery cool and, of courss, Tused to see quite &
early vehicles.
T bought moy first Land Bover when Iwas 16 It was o 1025
it was sctaally quite diffieult to find them in thoss days.
Things have got much sasier over the past ten years ar sa,
find the farnilies that bought the vehicles when they wers
new. That's baseally how Bob and I, and have been
when they reached the end of their lves on & farm or shee
station somerwhere, they were just pushed to one side an
'bewcu‘nuutmd'blﬂem:l,ﬂzpmgm.ﬂlﬂym
usually very
earlier T grew up in the UE snd oy dad eollected chasie
e —p—— -'

¥ musrnpnauu:m-.u: i
d .l an sarty 1935 madel, | & ',' ¥

[Fol's owen wery original 1948 model retains the original
Australlan owner's signwriting on the offside wing
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. Ruob explaining to Gary that o
P . rebaild the bormet catch CHD
b Shop had to reoreates thee tooling

for the spescial rivet that holds

the catoh azsembly together

The first Land Rover sold in Qussnsiand: chassis plate numiber
172 ol ties limes in 1548

i tractors and I started to help outwhen I was about four”™ he
i recalls. *Dad and I rebuilt & Series III petrol when I was
: | sewen or sight, and & guy in our who was rebuilding a
nmpl:ufﬂhlrﬂ:.:ﬁmmmﬂ“ to find a Land Bover
owm At the age of 13 T ended up with an 86in that I
:Emﬂ.l:cllly,wﬂnhhﬂbmﬂrmdwiﬂ:thq Frost
i crane, I spent my teenage years restoring it to as close oo
i fmctory spec as I eould get it
P P 3001 T hid moved to Australis with ooy job in the odl
i and gas industry: T keewr that Australia was one of the firs:
i owerseas markets to heove recefved Land Fovers, and I
! decidsd to se=ifI could find ome. I got hold of & copy of main
t Gremrille Motors of Srdney's sales recordswhich have
E of the eustomers that bought the vehicles new,
i and I started to research them. Eventually I managed to
i malo= comtact with some of the farmilies and that's how Twas
i able to acquire chassis rumber BE60824 which is a very
i early 1048 model Imade it a bit of & passion to find as many
:l.r];' mrrvivors asl couald.
! *Therevwas monline commumityo fenthusiss inAustralia
i arthe time ® says A e, “That's how I'd frsrmade contactwith
i Miks Bishop in about 2004, when he was still living in
i Australin al we didn't actuallymest in person until the
i Larmd Bower Anniversary event in 2008 st Cooma, in
i Mew South Wales We became great frien ds and kept in touch
i onee Mike had moved to the UK, and Mile vas one of the
fhﬂpﬁ:ﬂfltlp:hh:nhmn:qdlﬂ.deﬂinmu‘dﬂ:ﬂﬂm
| owner ot s business nexct door to ours in Brishane was Arthar
| Goddard, who'd worked st Bover after the war snd was the
i chief engineer on the Land Bover project”
i To oy mind, Alec's chanes would lead to one of
the most remarkable momenis in Land Bover hisory, when
he and Mike Bishopwere able to reintroduce Arthuar to Land
Rover mnd facilitate his retorn to the UE where he became
tera star, debumking historical and
gélnur story of dﬂd:mrqa:&hlﬂi Rover
“Bob and I connected via the same commmumity”® Alex
contimaes, “and that's when we discovered that we owmned
vehicles with consecutive chassis rumbers becanse T had
T research and find a total of =ight Pre-1500 804n vehicles buil:
l._a-"'a \

in 1948 and 1040 and deliversd mew toAustralia.
“Around 3014 I decided to see f T could buy o fewr
& interesting Land Bovers and ship them w© the UK, with a
Transformed.. mhmln:memmu h:m‘h‘lgp-eﬂbrh-m
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view to selling them there. By then, Mike was working ot |
Land Rover Bxperience at Solihull and I'd also met online o
ot of people in the UK Land Rover commmunity. I loaded
contatner with a 110 Perentie and a Serles I and followed it to
the UK The cars sald quickly, and I was rather surprised
when the Series I'v as bought by Land Roverthemsebees, but
at the time I thought nomere about .

“T'd prdered & new 130 from Land Rover Special Vehicle
Operations with o single cob and some cther bespoke
features, and I was called one day by Greg King, who had
some questions on the specification I'd requested. I didnt
keniowr it at thes time, but JL R had alresdy ldeked-o fwbatwas
known as the Thefender for Life’ programme that was
designed toleeep the Defender name alive during the histus
betwreen the end of prochastion, seheduled for 2018 then, and
the lmneh of the new Defenden

“Tio eut & b I endesd u asked to
imrobredwrith Eﬂnﬂrﬁmﬁﬁ asa mngl.b:tﬁf‘w]:d-:'h |:|:|.-:||.|:|'|:I!:|Et
Thad to sign the usual Mon-Disclosure A greements and keep
oy irvo bement completely seeret. This wasnot abvays easy,
because by then Rob and I had set up CED Shopin Clermont
and Perth, and while= he was rumming the business in Perth I
wd:': flying backwards and forwards between Australia and |

ILTEL.

“Char o iden with CED Shop was o create a ‘one-
stop shop' tor parts, becamse we'd discovered for mursehres
ust howr diffienlt it could be to find
J-:ﬂmpnnu:l:ﬁ:r o rebuild lm:|.|:|.l:l|"|::|tr:|?lh:|‘5 £ to deal H{ESE:-E'I:JHE
suppliers across the world.

“In due course Rob was also invited o join the JLR Classic
beamm = btﬂm.en.l:!tle--:u:u:pﬂ:'lttd,lniu
contractors and Series ] experts and advisorswe became key

players in setting uLt'he Drefender for Life programme that | 11 scale Land Rover Meccansl The bulld of members 3 and 4. Huo 3 Is the sitver chassis

eveniually bee Land Bover and Eange Bover Beborn® | 1948 model

Spot welding a pest-1300 seat box together on CHID's custom-made 130kva spot- welder
™ LANDROVERMONTHLY.CO.UK

initinthves. The Series I that JLR had boughtfrom me actually
became Land Rover Beborn ‘Car Zemo', which is the one that
sold at austion in the TS last year for arcund $250,000

“Char experience unﬂ:ckﬁrnpmgl.mme reinforesd the
difficulties with parts that are perhaps not s> spparentwhen
you are restoring one or two vehicles ” says Fob, “but when
you commit to soureing and rebuilding 28 ar more the {snies
arcund parts availabilicy become eritical. Drespite our closs
imrohrement with the Rebom team CHD Shop remained a
completely independent business and we accelerated and
EI'.PI.I:I:ltd. Mﬁ. arts marmfacturing programme.

wover 680 sock tems andwe expectthis o

g\-:lwt-:hpﬂh.l:pl as much as D00, although there are some
iterns we will never remamdfacture such as axles, bubs and
shafts It is a big job to identify mamafactirers around the
world who can create the parts we want at the right qualicy
and price point, whil= ako ensuring relisble produetion,
delivery, and pl.'-:-d.u-:t consistency, and we now hoe a
commmnity of that range from small local
warkshops here I::Fﬁle UE to major mmufacturers as far
afield as China

“The parts programme inchaded ressarching and soureing
o hugely expensire spot-welder built to our specific
requirements that i capable of wrelding the panels we hove
sourced to recreate things like front wings and body tubs o

| the ariginal factory spee. Alex actually drove down to the
i marmfacturer, Tecna, in Ba Italy with a van full of
i aluminium panels and spent days there bullding » rear

tub. frvras & great way to know for sare that what we were
about to buy could do the job! Basically, we are putting them
together in exnctly the same way that they did at Solkmll
back in the day. The spot-welder is the oaly one of s kind in
the TE with this power outpuat and arm length, and we are
happy to hire it by the dayto other companies.

“In dus courss our time on the Beborn progr
retd:.edllagicl]md,whl-:hmﬂ.ﬂmmuld:gmulﬂam
efforts om developing CED Shop We'd put our knowledge in
relation to sourcing vehicles to good we mmd made several

| expeditions into the Australian outhack to find and sequire

les for JLE Clmsic, and we now offer this service o

enthusiasts and eollectors.

“We also decided to affer & rebuild md restoration service
for early Land Bovers, but we hove decided that we will
EeniE stick to 15048 to 198 3 vehicles and will notundertalo
arry bespoke or resto mod wark. 8o far, we hove completed
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four customer w]:i:'le:r all of which showease our : BulidMo3leads
remanufactured parts. Char own Car Zero b displayed in a © Mo 4 through

ally- completed state at our workshop and we uss it @ ;| TEstubble
Sﬁonmml@em-:fﬂxbﬂldm the use of our

ariginal components as |
gible, and this i helped by the fact that base vehicles :
E.D.n:-ught in from Australia do not heve the termina] chassis
rot that is found with UK and vehicles.
it i e i s i
and we present the cerners with a
images that show their
vehicle being stripped and rebuilt from the chassis up.

“We pride ourselves on exncting attention to detail and
believe that we lnow snd understand detsils that some
restorers take short cuts with, or perhaps aren't even mware
aft And we make nare we are able to fulfil our customers®

'..l' s St I‘:a—“- 2 o F P s
CHIFs Bulld Mo 1 being put throwgh IEs paoes in the Peak Disirict by Bs new camers
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¢ orders kly and with confidence. We alresdy hove orders
! ﬁ:r&dﬂf

umbers &, 6§ and 7 and we are particulardy looking

;furmrdmﬂ'ﬂ?,b-tﬂu“ﬂ:hhbmdmmlmﬂ lonar
{ mileage and sbsolutely original 1040 mode] that be a
| “patina restoration"wherewe will attend to allthe mechanical

and operational aspects but seek to retain the original

. badywork and paint”

Build mambers 3 and 4 are in the worlshop when snapper

Alisdair and I arrive, and there & no doubt that are

{ Alex and Bob are happy o drive them to & local

i farm wherewe are ahle o photograph them in s stubble field
i under a cloadless blue shy. Mo 2 is chassis number R260s584
i and was despatehed ot from the factory on November 30,
i 1948, destined for Australia. It was sold on Jamaary 10, 1640

to blrs M Stokes of Perth.

“Ttwas in a terrible state when we found it™ says Bohb
*“The original chassis required o buge amount of work but it
has its original engine, mumber 8508F, and the original
gearbm mnd axles. Bven the radistor is and dated
Augast 1948, I was missing its ignition lock barrel but we
had the criginal key, 5o as partof our pursiitof perfection we
spent an fneredible amount of time seouring the gobe for a
barrel to match the oy

“Build 4 was the perfect basis for & rebuild with original
chassis BRSSLEEE, engine BE8002 and original gearbo,
mcles and bulkhead. It came out of the factory oo May 12,
1649 and v ss sold to s e cwmer, W Spaven_on
7, 1945, Tt was missing its ignition lock harrel but we had the

original key, so as partof cur pursuit of 0w spent
an imeredible amount of time seouring the globe for & bareel

o maich the keyt™

Ome of the things I wonder about with restorations to this
lewel of detail and quality iswhether the newr cwners actually
use their restored vehicles, or whether they are destined to
sit beside the comfy leather armchairs in the motor house,
never tuming a whesl in anger. Rob smiles and shows me a
photo of Build 1 aff rosding with fts new owner in the Peak

District. I am mightily impressed
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CED Shaop overviEw
with REE1154, Rob's
Eemanrtitully patinabed
1943 Imthe background
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